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Guidelines for Sampling Groups of Animals 
Animal Group Feeding System Number of cows to 

sample  
 

Max Cows 
to Sample 
per group 

Sampling Recommendations 

Lactating Cows One group feeding 
system-one ration for 
all cows 

15 % of cows in group 
(example:  60 cows in 
group, sample 9-10 cows) 

20 Sample 7.5 % of cows between 
70 and 150 days in milk and 7.5 
% of cows 151-250 days in milk 

Lactating Cows Multi-group feeding 
system-different 
ration for each group 

15 % of cows in group 
(example:  60 cows in 
group, sample 9-10 cows) 

20 Avoid sampling cows that are 
very fresh (< 30 days milk) and 
stale (> 300 days in milk). 

Dry Cows - 15 % of cows in the 
group or, at a minimum, 
5 cows 

- Avoid sampling cows that have 
been dry less than 7 days or are 
due to calve in 7 days. 

Heifers - 15 % of heifers in group 
or, at a minimum, 5 
heifers 

- Sample heifers that are of similar 
age and on the same ration. 

Animals on 
pasture 

-  - Ideally, animals should be 
restrained and samples taken via 
the rectum.  If restraint is not 
possible, fecal samples need to be 
fresh and void of insect 
contamination 

 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Virginia Ishler 
(vai1@psu.edu) 


